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SUBJECT: DETENTION OF IPS CORRESPONDENTS 

1. ON NOVEMBER 17 MITCHELL HIRSCH OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS SERVICE IN NEW YORK PHONED ARA:NC TO REPORT THAT 
THREE IPS CORRESPONDENTS WERE ARRESTED BY DISIP IN CARACAS 
ON NOVEMBER 16. THEY ARE BEING HELD INCOMMUNICADO AND NO 
REASON WAS GIVEN FOR THEIR ARREST. THE THREE WERE SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE BEEN RELEASED TODAY, BUT THEY WERE NOT. MR. HIRSCH 
HOLDS THE DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE FOR FINDING OUT THE REASON 
FOR DETENTION. TWO OF THE CORRESPONDENTS, LORENZO AND 
SILVIA CARRASCO, ARE MEXICAN CITIZENS. THE THIRD, JESUS 
MARQUEZ, IS A VENEZUELAN CITIZEN. BESIDES BEING IPS COR- 
RESPONDENTS, ALL THREE ARE CORRESPONDENTS OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL CAUCUS OF LABOR COMMITTEES. THE MEXICAN 
AMBASSADOR TO VENEZUELA HAS BEEN INFORMED OF THE MATTER 
AND IS REPORTEDLY VERY UPSET. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 271891 

2. SCS ADVISES THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS RESPONSIBILITY 
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ONLY FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS, BUT OCCASIONALLY FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS IT TAKES SOME ACTION WHEN FOREIGN NATIONALS ARE 
INVOLVED. SCS BELIEVES THAT EMBASSY CARACAS SHOULD CALL 
THE SHOTS AND DECIDE WHAT IF ANY ACTION WOULD BE APPROPRIATE. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S ADVICE ON WHAT OUR RESPONSE TO 
MR. HIRSCH SHOULD BE. INGERSOLL 
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